
Mr. Cleveland          The High School for
Integrated Algebra         Language and Diplomacy

Survey

I want to know more about the way that you, as my students, think. So I 
created a survey of 26 questions below. I want you to look at each 
statement and determine how much it applies to you on a scale of 1 to 5.
 
  1  2  3  4  5
     Strongly     Disagree      Neither        Agree     Strongly
     Disagree             Agree

A. I like figuring out better ways to do things. 

B. When I see something I don’t know how to do, I take a stab at it 
instead of giving up. 

C. I prefer pictures to words. 

D. I reflect on my own habits and behaviors and change them if I need 
to. 

E. I like telling my family, friends, or journal about my day in detail.

F. I can picture things in my head without having to draw them out. 

G. I make guesses at how things work based on a bit of evidence. 

H. I often wonder, “What happens if I do this?” 

I. After seeing a pattern in a bunch of problems, I like coming up 
with a new way to solve them that I think works all the time. 

J. I’m really good at guessing and checking. 

K. I often win arguments using reasoning or evidence. 

L. I like to work backwards to solve problems. 

M. Geometry is my favorite kind of math. 

N. I like to take things apart and put them back together. 



O. I like to find shortcuts when I am solving many math problems. 

P. I am good at recording results. 

Q. I am okay with diagrams that are not drawn to scale. 

R. I like to try and solve the mysteries in books or on TV before the 
cops do. 

S. I really enjoy science lab. 

T. I can describe what I am doing so that other people can do the 
same thing. 

U. I do well in English and Social Studies. 

V. I like coming up with games to play. 

W. I spend a lot of time thinking about how things work. 

X. When I’m faced with a problem I like to solve it in my own way. 

Y. When I see something I think is true I try to find out if it is ever not 
true. 

Z. I’m good at estimating. 



Scoring Chart

Now that you’ve finished the survey, we need to figure out what the 
questions mean. The survey is meant to determine which Mathematical 
Habits of Mind you are strongest in, and which need work. In the chart 
below, fill in the point values of the appropriate statements and find a 
total.

PATTERN 
SNIFFER

EXPERIMENTER DESCRIBER TINKERER

Statements 
D, O, R, U

Statements
A, H, P, S

Statements
E, K, T, U

Statements
B, H, N, Y

Total: Total: Total: Total: 

INVENTOR VISUALIZER CONJECTURER GUESSER

Statements
A, I, V, X

Statements
C, F, M, Q

Statements
G, I, O, W

Statements
B, J, L, Z

Total: Total: Total: Total: 

My highest scoring habit was ___________________________.

My second highest scoring habit was ____________________.

My lowest scoring habit was ____________________________.


